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“Go from your country, your people and your father’s household 
 to the land I will show you” (Genesis 12.1) 

  
The concept of exiles—those who leave their homes by choice or force, who take up 

residence in foreign lands—is one that resonates across centuries of displacement, migration, 
immigration, settlement and separation. Modern exiles struggle to find place and identity in their 
new surrounding while still holding on to vestiges of who they were and the place that they left. 
In the medieval world exiles faced the same conflicts and were torn by the same struggles.	  This 
collection seeks to probe new approaches to the relationships between the exiled and the 
landscape, physical or psychological, into which one is (dis)placed. 

The collection provides new perspectives on margin/center East/West relations in which 
binary opposition is insufficient in describing relations in the different spaces that compose 
world geography today and in the Middle Ages. Such divisions impose artificial structure that 
create margins and boundaries in a world in which contact and travel between people and culture 
was (and is) more fluid, more porous. 

Focused on the idea of topology, this new approach outlines the topological space in a 
way that redefines the way we look at the “marginalized other”—the one who is exterior to the 
space into which s/he migrates. According to Dylan Evans, the framework of “topological space” 
opens up a new perspective that “dispenses with all references to distance, size, area and angle, 
and is based only on a concept of closeness or neighborhood.” The term topology is “a branch of 
mathematics which deals with the properties of figures in space which are preserved under all 
continuous deformations.” The book challenges approaches that call attention to the 
marginalization of the exiled in an attempt to carve out new place at the center 
of interdisciplinary medieval studies.  

Abstracts from all disciplines of medieval studies are welcome. We are particularly 
interested in articles dealing with manuscript production, historical accounts, art 
history, medieval law, literary texts, including works written by those in exile like Ovid and 
Dante, and criticism. This volume is under consideration with Explorations in Medieval Culture 
(Brill). 
  
* Please submit abstracts of 250 words by July 1, 2017 to Gila 
Aloni (gilaaloni@aol.com) or Larissa Tracy (kattracy@comcast.net) 
  
* Please include your affiliation and brief bio with your abstract. 
  
* Please include your last name in the file name. 


